Transportation Safety Handbook
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SAFE SCHOOL BUSES

School bus transportation is one of the safest forms of transportation in the United States. The greatest danger is before you get on and after you get off.   We require all school buses to meet safety requirements over and above those applying to all other passenger vehicles. These include requirements for improved emergency exits, roof structure, seating and fuel systems, and bus body joint integrity. These requirements help ensure that school buses are extremely safe.
 The best way to provide crash protection to passengers is through compartmentalization, in which buses provide occupant protection for the child’s protection without the need to buckle-up. Occupant crash protection is provided by a protective envelope consisting of strong, closely-spaced seats that have energy-absorbing seat backs.

DRIVERS
Our District bus drivers must care for up to 84 students at a time while maneuvering a large vehicle, contending with traffic, bad weather and adverse road conditions. All with their backs turned to the students!  So reviewing the handbook with your student helps your child to know what we expect from them.

BUS ROUTE NUMBER

The  bus route number is displayed on the side of the school bus by the entry door and should be the number the student looks for when boarding the bus.  
PEACE OF MIND
Parents of Kindergarten students: when sending your student from bus to home we require that a parent is present when we drop your student off.  If no one is there we take the student back to their school. Things happen in day to day life; we want you to have peace of mind that your child is safe and know where they are.
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WHAT DRIVERS TEACH YOUR CHILDREN
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DANGER ZONE AND SAFETY
Yellow flashing lights on the bus indicate the bus is getting ready to stop and load or unload.  This means cars need to slow down and get ready to stop.

Red Flashing Lights and Stop Signal Arm indicates the bus has stopped and children are getting on or off.  This tells motorists to stop their cars.
A bus driver’s main concern is safety.  To become a bus driver you must have a good driving record and pass a test which allows you to have a special license.  It’s a good idea to learn your bus driver’s name.

Side and Rear View Mirrors let’s the driver know what is going on around them.  Cars may be approaching, kids may be walking up to the bus, and bikes may be close by.

Crossing Control Arm is mounted on the front bumper and will swing out when the door is opened.  It is designed to keep children from walking close to the front of the bus.

Danger Zone (front): It’s never safe to walk close to the front of the bus.  The bus driver may be sitting up too high to see you.  Walk 5 giant steps ahead of the bus before crossing in front of it.  The bus is equipped with a crossing arm that kids walk around and out from the front.

Danger Zone (sides): Remember never walk close to the side of a school bus.  Stay at least 5 giant steps away from the side.  You may be in the bus driver’s blind spot- if you are where he/she can’t see you.
Danger Zone (behind bus): Never walk behind a school bus.  The driver will not be able to see you. 

Walking Area: When getting off the bus make sure you walk three more steps away from the door.  This is the best place to be around a bus.  Stay away from the bus wheels.
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ITEMS NOT ALLOWED ON THE SCHOOL BUS
· Weapons of any type – either real or toy
· Animals of any type – even if they are in a cage or terrarium
· Glass of any kind
· Items large enough to encumber a child getting on or off the bus
· Balloons of any type
FOOD
Eating is not allowed on the bus. If your child is planning to bring food to school for a special function (birthday parties, etc.) please make other arrangements to transport the food to school.

BUS STOPS
Children should walk directly from home to the bus stop and they should wear clothing that is highly visible and appropriate for the weather. Garments with drawstrings pose a hazard for young children getting on and off the bus so please avoid them. We would also like you to encourage your children to use a book bag or backpack so their personal items are not loose, nor should they have a lot of items loose or dangling from back packs. It is also helpful to have your child's name and phone number on all of these items in case they leave them on the bus.  If your child drops something and it lands near or under the bus instruct them NOT to attempt to retrieve it. Tell them to inform the bus driver and ask for help.

Our drivers try to be very punctual so you should make it a habit to arrive at your bus stop five (5) minutes before your scheduled pick up time.  Construction and traffic can create occasional delays so do not be alarmed if your bus is not there on time.  The first few days of school present special problems.  The drivers are becoming familiar with the routes and the students, so pick up and drop off times, even locations may need to be changed slightly.  Please be patient.  
When the bus arrives at your stop DO NOT approach the bus until it comes to a complete stop and the front door opens.  Instruct your child to board the bus in a single file and walk directly to an empty seat.

Occasionally, it is necessary for students to cross the street before boarding the bus.  It is the bus driver's responsibility to teach the students how to do this safely.  The driver will instruct your child when to cross the street for boarding by making a signal to indicate when to cross.  This applies to crossing before getting on the bus and crossing after getting off.  A large metal arm extends forward from the front of the bus when the red lights are activated and the stop paddle goes out.  Students must walk in front of the arm when crossing in front of the bus.  Under NO circumstances should a student walk behind the bus and they should NOT walk along side the bus after getting off.  We ask that parents refrain from giving their children cues to cross the street, it can be confusing.  Simply help your children understand and follow the directions given by the driver.  Bus drivers and teachers work hard to train students in safe behavior in and around the buses.  Safety can be compromised when parents inadvertently deviate from the routine.

We require that a parent be with their young child at pick up and again be at the bus stop after school.  It will help the student become familiar with his or her stop and it will assure the driver that they are dropping the student off at the proper stop. Temporary stop changes (i.e. your child is getting off with a friend after school), the school must be notified in writing.  Permanent stop changes, (i.e. pick up or drop off changed for an extended time) requires a written notification to be sent to the Transportation Department and school.
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RIDING THE BUS

It is important that students remain in their seats for their safety and protection.  Once they board the bus and sit down they are to remain in their seat until the bus reaches its destination.  Please explain to your children that being seated means bottoms and backs against the seat.  Little kids get frustrated when they cannot see out the windows and may kneel or stand on their seats.  This is NOT acceptable, it compromises their safety.  Windows may be lowered with the driver's permission. Arms, legs, heads, and hands must be kept inside the bus at all times and nothing should ever be thrown out the window.

An easy concept for your children to grasp is for them to think of the school bus as an extension of the classroom.  Behavior that is not acceptable in the classroom will not be tolerated on the bus.  It is simply a matter of respect for the other passengers and the driver. The other goal is a safe and natural environment where kids feel confident and protected. 

SCHOOL CLOSURES AND DELAYS

Bad weather may result in school schedule changes.  Anything from limited bus service to school closures are possible.  There are numerous ways to obtain the information.  The most effective way is to look on the school website at www.svsd410.org, when the website comes up, the school closure or delay status will be on the home page.  Another way is to call the school hotline at 425-831-8494.  The local television channels and radio stations will also have the information.  Your child’s school will be giving you more detailed information about weather related schedule changes along with schedule changes that routinely occur throughout the school year. 
We will work together to make your kindergarten experience a great one. 
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